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Mrs. Pat Sampson                                         

Two Coaches, Piner High 
School and Title IX

Remember the days when 
you couldn’t find anything 
about girl’s and women’s 
sports in the newspaper be-
cause, well, it wasn’t there?  
And how great is it that on 
any given day, these days, 
articles about female ath-
letes and teams with action 
photos are front page news. 
We can even watch televised 
games and matches on major 
sports channels ranging from 
the girls’ softball little league 
world series, to NCAA compe-
titions and women’s profes-
sional sports.  Continues on page 2

Written by Joan Fleck 

How did we get from there 
to here? As the saying goes, 
we’ve come a long way baby.  

The history of girl’s and wom-
en’s sports in America is in-
spiring, also disturbing with 
decades of societal suppres-
sion, oppression, discrimina-
tion, and antiquated attempts 
to protect and preserve femi-
ninity, even fertility. Seriously.  
One of the many non-sensi-
cal concerns, as an example, 
was sports would make girls 
(heaven forbid) too competi-
tive. Spoiler Alert No. 1 – 
sports don’t make girls com-
petitive; girls are competitive, 
wanting to compete in sports.  

But it is also a powerful story 
of perseverance, passion, and 
enduring strength, with girls 
and women refusing to take 
no for an answer, and heroes 
all across the country includ-
ing high school coaches nev-
er losing step with the drum 
beat march toward equal op-
portunity.  

Two of those competitive girls 
who didn’t take no for an an-
swer, becoming Piner High 
School female sport heroes 

are Patricia (Pat) Sampson 
and Betty Castino. They dedi-
cated their lives as educators 
and coaches with careers 
straddling the enactment of 
Title IX, essentially placing 
them “in the room where it 
happened.” 

Coach Sampson  

Coach Sampson grew up 
in Washougal, Washing-
ton, originally wanting to 
be a singer and dancer, just 
like in the movies. She also 
thought about becoming a 
math teacher, being good at 
algebra but geometry not so 
much. Then she found sports, 
excelling in volleyball, bas-

Piner Career 1967- 1994 Piner Career 1972-2003

Ms. Betty Castino

Editor’s Note: A special thank you to Pat Sampson and Betty Castino for sharing their life stories including 
their professional careers at Piner High School. Many people today are unaware that it was ever any different 
for female athletes and their coaches. Their stories shed light on how it was, and how the 1972, Title IX legisla-
tion changed girl’s and women’s sports in America, including right here at home.
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ketball and softball at Washougal 
High under the skilled coaching 
of her fondly remembered men-
tor, Marcella Swanson.  Pat was 
the athlete in the family with an 
older brother showing no interest 
or aptitude. In Pat’s words, “she 
could not be without sports.”  
Her mother wasn’t keen on the 
idea of her daughter becoming a 
coach, but with church members 
cheering her on, Pat graduated 
from Central Washington State in 
1957.  

She knew what it felt like to be a 
natural born athlete with a com-
petitive heart, without opportu-
nities saying there were enough 
girls at Washougal High to form 
a team, but never enough teams 
to compete against. So, like her 
coach before her, and her coach 
before her, Pat set out on a career 
path teaching physical education 
while creating competitive op-
portunities for female athletes.   

Her career began in Washington 
before exploring options in So-
noma County, securing a position 
at Analy High School. She went 
right to work putting the girl Ti-
gers on the map by defeating 
Santa Rosa High School in vol-
leyball and field hockey, rumored 
to have beaten them so badly, 
Analy was not invited back.  Pat 
also included flag football in the 
girls P.E. curriculum, organiz-
ing “home” games with the girls 
suited up wearing the boy’s uni-
forms minus the pads, playing in 
4-inches of mud while the boys 
took care of cheerleading on the 
sidelines. It had all the makings 
of school spirited fun and was 
no doubt educational, preparing 
girls to have intelligent conversa-
tions with the guys about quar-
terback blitzing, run interference 

and Hail Mary passes.      

One year after Piner High opened, 
Pat traded in her tiger stripes for 
burgundy and gold with her bas-
ketball teams being competitors 
from the start. Her ’70 team took 
first in the Healdsburg Rotary 
sponsored, Girls Athletic Asso-
ciation Tournament, defeating 
Healdsburg, Rancho Cotati and 
Fort Bragg (the defending cham-
pions) in double overtime. Her 
’71 team followed suit, taking 
first in the Santa Rosa Junior Col-
lege Tournament, this time wear-
ing real uniforms instead of gym 
clothes and numbered burgundy 
pinnies (short for pinafores). 

In the Spring, Pat fielded softball 
teams on the rocky (literally) ado-
be girls’ field.  She also coached 
tennis and badminton, and was 
Piner’s second Athletic Director, 
and first Department Chair. 

Coach Castino 

Betty Castino was born in Santa 
Rosa, one of eleven children, 
growing up on a ranch.  As a tal-
ented young athlete, her parents 
were supportive, telling her to 
do what made her happy, and 
she did.  Betty honed her base-
ball skills with her brother, Da-
vid, keeping her throwing arm 
in shape by playing “burn-out.” 
She attended Slater Junior High, 
graduating from Montgomery in 
1962, where she was inspired 
and influenced by her coach, 
Carol Hintze.  

Betty stayed local, despite want-
ing to attend Cal, needing to help 
care for her mother, studying in-
stead at Santa Rosa Junior Col-
lege. She also worked a variety of 
jobs, paying her way through col-

lege, including summer salmon 
fishing in Alaska.  Betty’s love of 
sports was so strong, it is likely 
that her DNA would test out as 
50% Italian and 50% Athlete.  
During her college years, she ex-
celled at field hockey, volleyball, 
basketball, softball, tennis, fenc-
ing and golf.  Not surprisingly, 
by unanimous vote during her 
senior year at Sonoma State, she 
was recognized as Student Ath-
lete of the Year.   

She completed her student teach-
ing at Piner before securing a po-
sition at Altamira Middle School 
in Sonoma where she solicited 
interest in forming a girls’ bas-
ketball team, blown away by the 
fifty girls lining up for tryouts.  
She returned to Piner in 1972, 
teaching physical education and 
history, also coaching volleyball, 
tennis and golf, with coaching 
her primary passion.  

Title IX

Then the world of sports changed 
dramatically. On June 23, 1972, 
a historic milestone was reached 
with the enactment of Title IX, 
also known as the Patsy T. Mink 
Equal Opportunity in Educa-
tion Act, prohibiting discrimina-
tion based on sex in education 
programs and activities that re-
ceive federal financial assistance.  
What did that mean for Piner 
High School? Good question. 

Piner opened its doors in the fall 
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of 1966, and just like every other 
high school, boys competed for 
league championships and the 
potential for post league play. 
They had budgets to buy uni-
forms and equipment, pay offi-
cials, with away game travel on 
buses. Exceptional athletes were 
distinguished with post-season 
awards, such as all-league team 
honors, and male coaches were 
monetarily compensated.  

Piner also offered after school 
sports for girls because Pat 
Sampson and Betty Castino vol-
unteered their time for prac-
tices, games and matches. They 
arranged “informal” competi-
tions with other schools because 
leagues didn’t exist, and without 
leagues there weren’t any rank-
ings, ratings, championships, 
post season play or end of season 
honors. They raised funds to buy 
uniforms including the infamous 
candy sales in the girls’ gym, and 
organized parent volunteers for 
away game transportation. They 
took turns officiating each other’s 
games, also tapping into Sonoma 
State student volunteers who 
were interested in being ranked 
by the North Coast Officials As-
sociation.  

Mirror images they were not, 
needing a path forward. In 1975, 
President Gerald Ford signed 
an additional Title IX provision, 
clarifying (in case there was any 
doubt) that if an institution oper-
ates or sponsors an athletic pro-
gram, it must provide equal ath-
letic opportunities for members 
of both sexes. The provision also 
granted athletic departments 
three-years for implementation, 
officially starting the time-clock, 
a nationwide seismic event felt 
coast to coast.    

In California, the California Inter-
scholastic Federation (CIF), which 
is charged with the standardiza-
tion of rules and team structures 
between schools, stepped up in 
its leadership role, expanding 
its governance to include female 
sports. Concurrently, local district 
officials, school administrators, 
athletic directors, league com-
missioners and coaches worked 
together to achieve this epic soci-
etal shift, legitimizing and affirm-
ing female athletes and sports. 

As with any significant change, 
there were celebrations contrast-
ed by some who were not in fes-
tive moods, fearing that equal 
opportunity gains for girls meant 
losses for boys. However, the lo-
cal reaction of coaches to the 
new legislation (as reported in 
the Press Democrat) was recip-
rocated support - male coaches 
were in favor of the development 
of girls’ programs and female 
coaches wanted to upgrade their 
programs but not at the expense 
of the boys’ programs.  Pat Samp-
son, Piner’s Athlete Director 
agreed, saying (in her July 1977 
Press Democrat interview) that, 
“she wished the district would 
approach it by just providing 
additional money”, and added, 
“you don’t take it from the guys 
to give to the girls because it’ll 
drive sports out, and that would 
be a big tragedy.”  

A tragedy didn’t happen.  What 
did happen was girl’s leagues 
with all the accoutrements of 
rankings, championships, and 
post league competitions were 
established; the district re-de-
fined budgets as school’s athletic 
budgets; and monetary compen-
sation was provided for coaches 

independent of gender.   

How did Piner fare though the 
process? According to Pat and 
Betty, they already felt supported 
by the administration and in their 
words, Albert Biella and Robert 
Zeni were wonderful, as was Jack 
Hayes. They also described their 
male colleagues, including Gene 
McKamey and Mike Gaddie, as 
very supportive, making it easy to 
coach while sharing the school’s 
only gym, as one example. So, 
Piner High School came out 
on the other side of the Title IX 
implementation process whole, 
because Piner was whole to be-
gin with. Title IX changed many 
things, but something it couldn’t 
change was Piner’s unshakable 
culture, remaining authentically 
intact through the process.  

It didn’t take long for Sampson 
and Castino to herald in the new 
era of league play with champion-
ships.  Coach Sampson brought 
home the first pennant for the 
gym wall when her ’77 basketball 
team took first in the inaugural 
North Bay League, going unde-
feated with an impressive overall 
record of 26 wins and 2 losses. 
The team went on to compete 
in the North Coast Section (NCS) 
playoffs. Team leader Kristin Bry-
an was named the league’s Most 
Valuable Player, and was Piner’s 
first female athlete to receive a 
full scholarship to a four-year col-
lege (Cal Poly) for sports.  

Coach Castino’s undefeated ‘74 
volleyball team preceded sanc-
tioned league awards; however, 
their success was foretelling. 
Betty’s volleyball teams went on 
to add five more pennants to the 
girl’s side gym wall, taking So-
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We missed seeing everyone the last two years be-
cause of the pandemic, but we are excited to see 
everyone this coming January 21, 2023. Oliver’s 
Market has graciously allowed us to sell our tickets 
($65 per person) currently on sale at any of their 
stores. Get your tickets early because there is lim-
ited seating (400 people). 

This event is a huge fundraiser for Piner High with 
proceeds shared by the Foundation, Boosters and 
Athletic Hall of Fame; raising thousands of dollars, 
to support Prospector sports; grants to teachers for 
sustainable classroom equipment and supplies; as 
well as honoring former outstanding student ath-
letes, teams and coaches at a Hall of Fame dinner. 

The crab feed is not only a reunion for former 
classmates and friends, but also for the commu-
nity to enjoy delicious food prepared and served 
by the Piner Culinary Arts Department.The event 
also has great raffle and auction items to win.See 
page 3 for further details about the Crab Feed. 

Our Crab Feed is 
Back

Athletic Hall of Fame 
Induction Banquet  

After two years of being cancelled in 2020 and 
2021, we are happy to announce that the Hall of 
Fame Induction Banquet will be held on April 29, 
2023. It will be at a new location for us, but with 
the same format as our past 14 HOF dinners. The 
location is at the Foxtail Golf Course in Rohnert 
Park, where we will formally induct the previously 
selected Class of 2020:Michelle Ferguson - Cross 
Country and Track 1987-1990; Faith Baggett - 
Girls Volleyball 1994-1998; Greg Alexander - Foot-
ball &Basketball 2001-2005; Derek Shaffer - Boys 
Soccer 2000-2004; Moises Medrano - Boys Soccer 
2000-2004; and the 1985 Boys’ Baseball Team. 
The cost is $60 per person, and $25 for children.
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Our Apology to Tom Hansen

 

   
 

 

PINER HIGH SCHOOL FOUNDATION MEMBERSHIP FORM 
       You may also do this on line using your credit card at our website pinerhighfoundation.org 
 
Date:________ Mr. Mrs. Ms. Miss Name:  ____________________________________ 
                                                                                       Please Print First Name, then Last Name 
Maiden/Former Name ____________________ 
 
Home Address________________________________________ State ______ Zip__________ 
 
Mailing Address _______________________________________State ______ Zip__________ 
 
Phone: Home _______      Work__________   Cell _____________E-mail______________     _      
 
I am joining the PHS Foundation for 1 school year at $20. I am a PHS Graduate. Class of_____  
I am associated with PHS as a (parent, supporter, etc.) _____________________. 
I am enclosing an additional TAX DEDUCTIBLE  contribution of $______________. 
 
You may also do this on line using your credit card at our website pinerhighfoundation.org. 
Make checks payable to PHSF and send to: 
Piner High School Foundation, 1700 Fulton Road, Santa Rosa, Ca. 95403 
Our Federal Nonprofit Tax I.D. is #68-0312001. 
 

FOUNDATION MEMBERSHIP LIST FOR DECEMBER 2022

THOSE NAMES IN BOLD PRINT HAVE RENEWED THEIR MEMBERSHIP FOR THIS SCHOOL YEAR.

Rachelle MerianAlbini- 1979
Charles Albright- 1969
Dave Albritton- 1976
Dale Anderson- 1978                                                                                                                                  
Jim Andrade-1972 
Sylvia GuilianoAndreis- 1971
Jeff Avery- 1971
Cathy Austin - 1978
Anna Babson- Parent of Alumni                                                                         
Judy Bagley- Retired Staff    
Janet Barbaria - 1979    
Lindy Barbor - 1971
Judith Barcelon- Retired Faculty 
John Barone- Friend of Piner
Jeffery Barrett 
Lynn Cook Beniot- 1974                                                                
Pat Berry- 1968                                                                             
Gayle LaForce Berry- 1971
Sam Weston Bertacco- 1970
Marylou Kniffin Beltrami- 1970
Cheryl Pedroncelli Bennett- 1971
Mike Biando - 1978
Sally Bimrose- Retired Principal
Mitch Bonar- 1969
Doug Bowman - 1976
Valerie Lane Burgoyne- 1971
Michelle Patterson Brittain- 1988
Charlie Buff- Retired Faculty
Alicia Bunce- Parent of Alumni
Jackie Stevens Callaghan 1973
Bill Campbell- 1976
Rosemarie Cartier - Parent
Betty Castino- Retired Faculty
Nancy Michaelson Celms- 1968
Betty Furia Clark- 1971
Kristin Bowman- Clayton - 2000
Leslie Jenkins Conant- 1970
Jerry Corbet- 1968
Laurie Cameron Cornelssen- 1972
Rhonda Comalli-Friend of Piner
Karen Coster- Faculty
Bill Coset-1972
Diane Cupples – 1979
Mary Dale
Mike Daniels- Friend of Piner
Rachel Watrous Daniel- 1989
Allison Arreola Delaney 1995
Chris DeMello
Izzy Derkos – Retired Coach

Judy Dillon- Retired Faculty
Matt Dillon- 1995
Francine BoschettiEspiniera- 1971
Jake Fitzpatrick- Retired Faculty
Joan Fleck- 1971
Ken Foote – Retired Faculty
Lorna Nelson Fox- 1973
Jane Frost
Edna Gaddie- Wife of Retired Coach
Cindy Gaddie- Coach’s Daughter
Chris Garcia- 1970
Scott Garcia- 1973
Karen Gunderson & Family
Abby Hanes- Piner Staff
Marnie M. Hanson
Tanya Harlin- Parent of Alumni
Sherman Harris- 1970
Vincent Harrison
Jack Hayes- Retired Principal
David Hayne- 1972
Casey Hillman- 2001
Keith Hinton
Nicki ObritschHinch- 1968
Arne Hoel - 1979
Dave Hover-1976
Jim Hurt- 1971
John& Magdalena Hurt- 1970/1971
Marilyn Jackson- Retired Staff
Joel Jacobsen 1969
Tiffany Jahnke- Faculty
Ursula Juricich—Wife of Charles
Vince Klein- 1970
Mark Koski- 1971
Jani Logsdon Krambs - 1977
Steve Kramer - 1991
Doug Krikac- 1969
Ron Kristof- Retired Faculty
Sandy Lacey- Retired Faculty
Jim & Lisa Lanz- 1976
Maureen Latimer- Richard’s wife
Frank Lawler- 1968
Daniel Le Roy – 1983
Rubi Hernandez Lopez
Bob & Wendy Maccario- 1972
Susan Mahacek
Nicholas Mancillas- Faculty
David Marshall- 1970
Lindsay Schalich Malik- 1972
Mark McCarthy

Dennis McCarty- Retired Coach
Deena McConnell- 1979
Jill McCormick-1989
Pete McCormick- Parents
Randy Merian- 1977
Martha BastoniMessana- 1970
Tom Michaelson- 1971
Patty Michiels- Retired Faculty
Linda Burke Miller- 1969
Steve Mizera-District Office
Mary Montague—Friend of Piner
John Morris -1971
Tina Murray – 1974
Allen Nelson  1970
Margaret Hayne Nelson- 1971
April Wycoff Nichols- 1974
Paul Nikol- Retired Coach
Tom Nix- 1968
Randy Nunes- 1971
Cyndi Ogle- 1970
Larry Olenberger- 1968
Gary Palmer- 1970
Randy Palmer- 1971
Terrie Hays Palmieri- 1970
Dorothy Gong Parker - 1971
Erin Parr- 1997
Rich Pedroncelli- 1973
Karen Mejia Pennrich- 1971
Kathy Perez-Penrose-Retired Faculty
Gail Laughlin Pippi-1969
Virginia Pitts—Alumni Parent
Julie Buchanan Poirier- 1979
Coleen Pugh - 1978
Wayne Rasmussen- 1968
Kathy Denner Reese- 1969
Denise Rehe- 1979
Marilyn Graff Reiss - 1969
Lee Ann Cameron Reuter- 1979
Ruth Richmond- Retired Staff
Marcia Thompson Richter- 1968
Doug Robbins - 1969
Bianca Rosario- Faculty
Merle & Ann Rossman--Alumni Parents
Randi Rossman- 1977
Paul Rudd
Rich Salmon- 1968
Pat Sampson –Retired Faculty
Michelle Scarboro- Faculty
Lisa Wittke Schaffner -1987

Bill Schalich- 1979
Cindy Misner Schalich- 1983
Kasey Schalich- 2010
Larry Schalich- 1974
Joe Schalich- 1971
Nancy Schell- Retired Faculty 
Dolores Seymour- Retired Staff
Carol Cake Sherwood- 1971
Joyce WalburnSieg - 1968
Sue Sion- Retired Vice-Principal
Cathy Slack- 1978 
Todd Snider -Friend of Piner
Don & Patty Soekland ’72 & ‘74
Dale Solheim- 1971
Pamela Rippin Sorensen- Retired Faculty
Diana Valentino Spritzer – 1971
Doug Starr -- 1970
Jennifer Stenger-1988
Jason Stephenson-1989
Sue Woods Stone- 1970 
Karen Scott Suiter- 1979
Ed & Claire Taan - 1971&1970
Steve Templeman - 1968 
Jill Smith Thach- 1973
Craig Thompson- Retired Faculty
Mary Gowan Thomsen- 1970 
Lee & Marj Torliatt- Retired Faculty
Ilene Traverso- Retired Faculty
Kathy Trenchard- Retired Faculty
Jim & Carol Underhill - Retired Coach
Stephen & Maria Vella
Judy Vesper-1968
Larry Waite - 1968
Pam Jenkins Wallace- 1968
Tony Walls Friend of Piner
Donna Starr White- 1968
Debra Schoop-Wilson - 1976
Pauline ScintoWhitchurch- 1971
Jeanette Babson Wilson - 1986
Cliff Woodruff- 1975
Craig Wycoff– 1978
Patrice Yoshimura Wilson - 1971
Chris Zeek- SRHS Class of 1968
Bob & Dolores Zeni- Retired
Vice-Principal



7

Early College Magnet Program (ECMP)

Culinary Pathway

University Pathway

Geospatial Technology Pathway (GTP)

Health, Science
Biotechnology Pathway (HSB)

OUTSTANDING PROGRAMS

Visit Piner’s Pathways at Piner High’s website:
https://piner.srcschools.org

Continued from page 4

noma County League titles in ‘79, ‘80, ’83 and ‘84 
with the ‘83 team securing an impressive NCS sec-
ond place, advancing to the NorCal playoffs. Team 
leader Tammy Wessendorf was the league’s Most 
Valuable Player, also receiving NCS, All Tourna-
ment First Team honors.

Something also notable about the ‘70s (pre-Title 
IX) was Pat and Betty were coaching varsity and 
junior varsity teams. With the Title IX resulting 
budgets, junior varsity coaches could also be hired, 
giving the female athletes the attention, they need-
ed.  Afterall, many of the girls arrived at the Title 
IX crossroads at a deficit not having had the ben-
efit of childhood organized sports like the boys had 
for decades. Betty helped with some of that “catch-
ing up” by also working with the Comstock Middle 
School volleyball kids, which proved to be valuable 
- Tammy Wessendorf was one of those Comstock 
kids.   

Pat and Betty each established sound programs, 
building on them through the Title IX era, open-
ing doors to future girl Prospector successes, and 
there were more, because – Spoiler Alert No. 2 – 
girls are not only competitive, they are really good 
at sprinting fast; running long distances, also fast; 
slamming volleyballs; smashing birdies; acing ten-
nis serves; shooting three pointers; making double 

plays and hitting home runs; kicking soccer goals; 
and pinning their opponents to the mat; and more.  

Two things stood out while talking with Pat and 
Betty about their careers; they loved the kids; and 
they loved Piner High School. It was a community, 
and family.  

Pat Sampson retired in 1994. She continues to 
play golf, reporting that her swing is better than 
ever.  She was inducted into the Piner High School 
Athletic Hall of Fame in 2008. 

Betty Castino retired in 2003, enjoying interna-
tional travel, with more travel planned including 
a 6th trip to Italy. She was a founding member of 
the Piner High School Athletic Hall of Fame, also 
inducted in 2007. 

On June 23, 2022, the 50th anniversary of Title IX 
was celebrated. Thinking back to the 1970s, not 
only were Coaches Sampson and Castino in the 
room where it happened, they were part of the 
force making it happen, reshaping female sports 
to this place and time where “throwing like a girl” 
is an esteemed compliment. 
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As you may know, our annual Crab Feed Fun-
draiser, in conjunction with the Piner Boosters 
and the Piner Hall of Fame,was cancelled the 
last two years. The good news is we are hav-
ing it this year on Saturday, January 21, 2023. It 
will be at the same location as in the past—the 
Friedmen event center. Even though there was a 
huge loss of revenue in the last two years from 
not having the crab feed we were still able to 
fund the all of the teachers that applied for the 
Bob Zeni Teacher Grants. So, thank you for re-
newing your annual school year memberships. 

A special thank you goes to all those who re-
newed their membership for this school year 
and included an additional sum above their 
membership dues. That includes Wayne Ras-
mussen, Cindy Gaddie, Chris Garcia, Larry Scha-
lich, Dorothy Gong Parker, Edna Gaddie, Joan 
Fleck, Rosemarie Cartier, and Kathy Reese,  

For those of you who have not joined the Foun-
dation membership, consider joining which is 
only $20 per year. Anybody can join, alumni, 
parents, Piner supporters, etc. All donations are 
tax deductible to the extent of the law under 
our 501(c) (3) non-profit.

Piner High has one of the best High School Sci-
ence programs in the area with a state-of-the-
art planetarium that is nationally recognized, 
an observatory, and a variety of exceptional 
pathway programs: —Geospatial Technology; 
Health, Science & Biotechnology; Culinary Arts; 
Early College Magnet Program and the Universi-
ty Pathway. Most of these pathways allows Piner 
students to gain some college credits while at-
tending college classes.

We are still looking for people to join the Foun-
dation Board. We have been working with a be-
low minimum level of board members. Please 
think about you and possibly a friend joining 

the Foundation board, so we can continue help-
ing our students get the best tools for learning.
If you are interested in helping please call 707-
571-7420 and leave a message so we can call 
you back.The Piner High Athletic Hall of Fame is 
also looking for new Board Members. If you are 
interest in that area, you can leave a message 
also at 707-571-7420.

The Piner Hall of Fame would like to thank the 
owners of Berry’s Market, Pat Berry (’68) and 
Gayle LaForce Berry (“71) for their continued 
quarterly donations to the HOF’s non-profit or-
ganization. It is very much appreciated. 

PINER HIGH FOUNDATION

“The influence of 
a good teacher can
never be erased.”

“If you want to know how
old a woman is then ask her

sister-in-law.”
 -Edgar Howe

“Inside every older person
is a younger person

wondering what happened.”
- Jennifer Yan 
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The combined 50th reunion for the classes of 
1970, ‘71 and ‘72 was a great success. Approxi-
mately 250 alumni, teachers and administrators 
and their guests attended the event held at the 
Agatha Furth Center in Windsor on October 29, 
2022.Committee members included Ed Taan (’71), 
Claire Morey Taan (’70), Magdalena Almeraz Hurt 
(’71), Cheryl Pedronceli Bennett (71), Joan Fleck 
(71), Cheryl Pederson (‘72),Martha BastoniMes-
sana (’70), Fran DuMelle (’70) and Bob Williams 
(’70). Scott Garcia (’74) and his bar tending crew 
volunteered to serve the wine, beer, water and soft 
drinks, just as they do each year for our annual 
crab feed. Gail Laughlin Pippi and Joan Knott (’69) 
also volunteered as drink ticket sellers.

There was a home football game the night befor-
ethe reunion and many attended despite it being 
a very cold night. The day after the reunion, Piner 
alumni were treated to a campus tour, escorted 
by the principal, Mrs. Correa. The tour included 
Piner’s very impressive SPARQ Center, with Piner 
teacher and STEM Coordinator, Kurt Kruger dem-
onstrating how the observatory and planetarium 
work, resulting in some jaw dropping amazement.

The SPARQ (Science Position Astronomy Re-
search Query) Center and the STEM Café pro-
vide presentations to the general public approxi-
mately once a month with limited seating. Google                       
SPARQATPHS.COM or go to the Piner High 
School website   PINER.SRCSCHOOLS.ORG for 
this year’s presentations. The next presentation 
at SPARQ Digital Theater - The Secrets of Whales: 
Orca Dynasty:

• Thursday, January 26, 2023 

• 7:00 PM 8:30 PM 

• SPARQ Center at Piner High School (map)

-The Secrets of Whales:Orcas across the globe 
use unique strategies to stay on top of the food 
chain. Patagonia’s whales catch sea lions off the 
beach, New Zealand’s orcas root out hidden sting-
rays, and Norway’s sea giants master the tail slap. 
Witness five powerful orca matriarchs pass down 
their family hunting traditions to the next genera-
tion, preserving their way of life before the cus-
toms are lost forever.

Class Reunion 
for ‘70,’71,’72 
Was a Huge 

Success!

Piner High’s SPARQ 
Center  (Check it out)

Piner’s SPARQ Center with Planetarium,
Classroom and the Observatory in back.



10

What’s the difference 
between a hippo and a 

zippo? One is really heavy 
and the other is a little 

lighter.
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